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In  1956 the membership of the Labor Party was as
follows:

'                                                                      Members

667 Constituency and central parties        843,356

87 Trade Unions                                  5,605,988

i Cooperative society                             28,000

4 Socialist societies                                  6,650

6,483,994

The basic unit of the Labor Party is the Constituency
Party which corresponds in area to a parliamentary con-
stituency. There are two kinds of members, individual mem-
bers and affiliated organizations (labor unions, cooperative
societies, branches of socialist societies, etc.). The amount of
the membership subscription is decided by the local party, but
a typical arrangement is for individual members to contribute
6 cents a month and affiliated organizations 3 cents per mem-
ber per year (with a minimum of, say, $2). Each constitu-
ency party makes a contribution to the national coffers of
the Party, usually on the basis of 6 cents per individual mem-
ber per annum.
A Constituency Party is usually divided into a number
of smaller areas. A monthly meeting is held in each area and
is open to all members. The management of the Constituency
Party is entrusted to a committee which is composed of repre-
sentatives elected annually by the areas and affiliated organiza-
" tions. A small executive committee is usually elected annually
by the general committee. Constituency Parties select candi-
dates for parliamentary and local government elections, con-
duct political propaganda, manage election campaigns, and
otherwise promote the work of the Party within the constitu-
ency. Candidates selected by constituency associations can
stand for election only after endorsement by the National
Executive Committee. There wrere full-time labor agents
dealing with party organization in 250 constituencies in 1953.